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ST. DOROTHY OF KASHIN

Commemorated September 24 and February 6
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TROPARION, TONE 8

i | gN THEE, O MOTHER, was truly preserved what is according to
dj{ ': the image of God;* for, having taken up thy cross, thou didst follow after
L Christ.* and thou didst teach in act to despise the flesh, for it passeth away,*
4, but to be diligent over the soul, as a thing immortal.* Wherefore thy spirit,
b O St. Dorothy, doth rejoice together with the Angels.




ABBESS ANTONIA

SAINT ANNA OF KASHIN
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Convent of the Meeting of the Lord

Across the River from Kashin, 1913
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Left: 'The Dormition Church
Above: St. Anna’'s Grave
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ST. DOROTHY OF KASHIN

and struggles, not a temporary happiness which is so often darkened by var-
jous evils, but rather a heavenly and eternal blessedness. By Divine inspiration
she chose for herself a peaceful and soul-saving refuge in the Convent of the
Meeting of the Lord in Kashin. This monastery, renowned for treasuring the
holy relics of St. Anna of Kashin, the Princess Schema-nun and miracle-worker
(11368, Oct. 2 and June 12), had just been laid waste together with the city,
and how many labors and deprivations and struggles stood before her when
she entered it! With great effort she made for herself a humble, confining
cell in the midst of the ruins, and here she devoted herself to prayer, fasting,
obedience, and other holy struggles known to God alone. Here amidst the
ashes she found a large Icon of the Korsun Mother of God, which she kept
in her cell, and which later became celebrated for working many miracles.

At the same time she strove to help all the many inhabitants of the city
and the surrounding area, who lived in great affliction and misfortune. By her
word of consolation, by her heartfelt kindness, and by gifts of money, she
strove to help everyone and encourage and raise up all those who suffered in
this most oppressive time, All the possessions remaining to her after the death
of her husband she either spent for the restoration of the convent or distributed
to the poor. For herself she kept nothing except prayer, tears, and struggles.
Having been accustomed to live amidst wealth and abundance, now she did
not even know where to find her daily bread, and she had to endure every kind
of deprivation and need, But with God's help she endured everything with
greatness of soul and with firm faith in Divine Providence. In her small,
one-windowed cell she had a place hidden from the eyes of men, where she
wept, prayed, and sighed before the Lord God day and night over her own
salvation and that of her fellow men. Especially did she pray for her husband,
for the suffering city, and the holy convent. She sought one thing: the most
difficult and sorrowful struggles, in order to cleanse her soul of sins and pre-
pare herself for blessed eternity.

The Lord heard the fervent prayer of St. Dorothy for the restoration
of the Convent of the Meeting of the Lord. Soon after she had settled in the
ruins, they began to resound with the spiritual rejoicing of the sisters, 'who
little by little returned to the convent when the danger had passed. The rumor
of the exalted spiritual life of St. Dorothy and her deeds of mercy attracted
to the convent also many other virgins and women who were seeking the sal-
vation of their souls. Thus the monastery was re-established, and when
enough sisters had gathered together, an abbess was needed for them, But
St. Dorothy, who by her numberless labors and struggles and gifts had been
responsible for the restoration of the monastery, hated all glory and outward
honors, and in her great humility she decisively refused the high position of
abbess, preferring to continue her ascetic life in the calling of a simple nun.
Thus, for the rest of her life the Saint served for all as an example of love of
labor, patience, self-sacrifice, and flaming love for and trust in God. Her whole
life exhaled the fragrance of the great women-strugglers of Christian antiquity,
and likewise’ of those who preceded her in her native land: St. Anna of
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ST. DOROTHY OF KASHIN

reposing in the Convent of the Meeting also, and that her transferal there in
1839 was not without the will of God.

After some years in the Convent, the novice Alexandra (as she was
then called) entered a particularly difficult period of spiritual trials. One day
in this period, when she had not slept for several nights out of sorrow, she
went to the monastery church for Matins, and after sitting down for the read-
ing of the kathismata, she fell into a light sleep. Suddenly an unknown
Schema-nun stood before her after coming out of the northern door of the
Altar, She held in her right hand a wooden cross and a lighted wax candle,
and in her left hand a smoking censer. Her mantle was gathered up and hung
over her left arm. She stood right in front of novice Alexandra and directed
a penetrating glance at her, as if seeing through her inward grief. Immedi-
ately the novice arose, but the vision had already vanished, and no one around
her had seen it; and in her heart she felt an indescribably joyful feeling, as
if she had never been in a sorrowful state. When she returned to her cell
after Matins, she hastened to sketch with a pencil on paper the Schema-nun
she had seen, whom she recognized as St. Dorothy, whom she deeply revered
and often called upon in prayer. Several years after this she painted the Icon
of St. Dorothy in full stature, exactly as she had sketched it that morning
(see page 7).

Later Mother Antonia became Abbess in the Convent of St. Dorothy,
and out of her reverence for the Saint she desired to show some special ven-
eration for her memory. Many times, when visiting her holy Elder, Father
Peter the fool for Christ’s sake of Uglich, she would hear from him these words
of reproach: “Dorothy is not honored among you!” This greatly grieved
Mother Antonia, and finally she asked the Elder what she should do tc ven-
erate the holy one. He replied sharply and decisively: “Build a chapel!” In
obedience to her holy Elder, she had a small chapel erected out of sheets of
metal in a single morning in the summer of 1857, fearing that someone might
tell the local bishop and he might forbid the construction if it were long un-
derway. The bishop, however, when he found out about it, approved this ven-
eration of St. Dorothy, and in 1870 Abbess Antonia was able to build a
larger, stone chapel over the Saint’s relics.

During these years St. Dorothy appeared many times and worked many
miracles in her convent. A certain nun, Mother Seraphima, loved to spend the
midnight hours with her cell attendant in the convent church. One night they
came to the church at midnight and to their amazement saw a strange nun
praying by a window, even though the church had been locked and no one
could have entered. Another time at midnight they saw in the church an ex-
traordinary light, all the candles were burning, and a nun was praying before
the Altar, Many other sisters also were vouchsafed such visions of St. Dorothy.

We do not know the fate of the Convent or of the veneration of St.
Dorothy after the Communist Revolution. But among those who love God’s
Saints she will not be forgotten, and in heaven she continues to pray for the
newly-devastated Russian land and for all who venerate her with faith and
love
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